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Tips to Help Your Child Become an Independent Reader
· Talk with your child often to build listening and speaking skills.
· Read to your child often. Even older children enjoy being read to.
· Talk to your child about the words and ideas in books.
· Ask your child to tell in his/her own words what the story was about.
· Encourage your child to read on his/her own.
· Listen to your child read books that he/she has brought home from school. Be patient. If your child reads slowly and makes a lot of mistakes, ask him/her to reread a paragraph or page. Let your child know you are proud that he/she is reading.
· Talk about new words that your child has read or heard. Help your child learn the meaning of new words by using the dictionary.
· Show your child how to use pictures in books to help figure out what words mean.
· Let your child see you reading. Encourage your child to read while you are reading.
· Even if you are not an independent reader, let your child know that you value reading and that reading makes life richer in many ways.
· Make sure your child has plenty of quiet time to read without distractions such as television and video games.
· Encourage your child to write often—for example, letters to friends, grocery lists, and emails. Help your child find and correct spelling mistakes.
· Ask your child’s teacher how you can help your child practice at home what he/she is learning at school.
(Courtesy of http://www.read-to-learn.org/)
For more parenting tips, check out the following links:
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