Advanced Placement American History Syllabus



Introduction:

History is the study of change over time and its fluidness allows its interpretation and meaning to change with time.  The United States throughout its history has experienced a multitude of domestic, political, economic and social transformations.  These changes have been caused by a number of factors and the purpose of this course is to both understand and appreciate how this evolution took place.  Understanding the past gives us the keys to understanding both ourselves as individuals and our tendencies as a larger community known as the United States.

Students will be given the opportunity to explore American history through a diverse study of our past.   The course will consist of a realistic, objective approach to its analysis. Emphasis will be placed on giving the student the skills and knowledge base upon which to do this.  Much of the study time outside of class will be devoted to acquiring the substance (historical facts) of history.  We will then use these building blocks of knowledge to both break apart the individual trends of the past to understand their own importance as well as combine them to synthesize the fabric of the past that constitutes American history.

Students will be expected to not only acquire the facts of history but to demonstrate the ability to perform both deductive and inductive reasoning by the end of the class.   The later shall be taught and strengthened through the year.  The sources for acquiring historical knowledge are almost too numerous to mention, for they all have value in adding perspective to our own narrow visions of the past.  However, primary source materials as well as secondary source materials will be used to build the student’s understanding

Course Objectives:

- The student will comprehend and retain information regarding the major themes of American History from its inception with the first colony through the Bush Doctrine of the 21st century.

- The student will acquire the writing and analytical skills necessary to create informed objective historical appraisals of the past.

-  The student will be introduced to and be expected to demonstrate the skills required on the Advanced Placement Examination in American History as prepared by the Educational Testing Service for the College Board

- The student will demonstrate the above competencies through successful completion of multiple choice tests and written essays given at the end of each unit.

